L
Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Responding to Organized Criminal Violence
and Rising Tensions in Edo State

January 11-17, 2026

This update highlights the rising threat of organized criminal violence
in the Niger Delta, with a focus on growing public tensions in Edo
State. Increased robbery and kidnapping incidents have heightened
insecurity and disrupted essential public services, including educa-
tion, underscoring broader risks to public safety and social stability.
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics

If not promptly addressed, criminal violence may intensify tensions
across the state and heighten the risk of protests. Continued robbery
and kidnapping could further undercut livelihoods, disrupt essential
services, and deepen public anxiety, eroding broader social stability.

Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation

Security agencies have stepped up patrols and targeted operations in
affected areas, while authorities have increased coordination with
community leaders to restore calm. More proactive actions are need-
ed to prevent further escalation and address underlying tensions.
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Heat Map shows concentration of fatalities caused by organized criminal
violence in Edo State from January 2022 - November 2025. Sources: All data
sources formatted on PIND’s P4P Peace Map www.p4pnigerdelta.org
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Timeline of Recent Incidents of

Organized Criminal Violence

January 14, 2026

A kidnapped medical doctor in Auchi, Etsako
West LGA, was released after two weeks fol-
lowing the payment of a &50 million ransom.

January 09, 2026

Police and vigilantes rescued nine kidnapping
victims in a drone-assisted operation at Egbojo
lkabigbo community in Jattu, Etsako West LGA.
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January 03, 2026

Armed robbers reportedly killed a 38-year-old
POS operator at Upper Uwa Junction, Benin
City, Oredo LGA.

January 01 - 14, 2026

January 01, 2026

Two brothers, both medical doctors, were re-
portedly kidnapped in Auchi, Etsako West LGA,
v with one later found dead.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-
lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a
network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.

Contacts: |

What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

