Niger Delta Weekly Conflict Update

Curtailing the Resurgence of Kidnapping
for Ransom in Ondo State

February 09-15, 2025

This update spotlights organized criminal violence in the Niger Delta,
focusing on the resurgence of kidnap-for-ransom in Ondo State. Re-
cent data indicates a surge in kidnapping incidents, especially along
highways and in rural communities. The rising trend poses a serious
threat to human security and socio-economic stability in the State.
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Anticipated Trends and Dynamics

Based on historical data and recent trends, kidnap-for-ransom could
escalate, especially against the backdrop of economic hardship in the
country. This poses significant risks to human security, potentially
exacerbating insecurity and undermining stability in the state.

Actions Taken to Mitigate the Situation

Security agencies are intensifying efforts through targeted operations
in high-risk areas. Meanwhile, local peace actors and community
leaders are collaborating on preventive measures, including early
warning systems and situational awareness campaigns in the state.

f 2 IkaresAkokc
or 2 = 4 - - Q
loe ] Ikere \& Okene
L2022 S i . By
L b Okpella
JWO §
Auchi
St \ ) 29 | 9
: [ A2
st
: Ore = Ekpoma
:‘im Uromi
JK 21 D
Benin City v v
| A Agbor

Heat Map shows geographical concentration of reported incidents of kidnap
for ransom in Ondo State from January 2021 - December 2024. Sources: All
data sources formatted on PIND’s P4P Peace Map www.p4p-nigerdelta.org
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Timeline of Recent Incidents of

Kidnap-for-Ransom in Ondo State

February 10, 2025

Gunmen reportedly kidnapped a farmer and a
laborer in Oke Oge, Akure North LGA, demand-
ing a %15 million ransom from their families.

February 08, 2025

Kidnappers allegedly abducted three graduate
interns from a College of Agriculture in Akure
North LGA while returning from their farm.

— February 2025

January 31, 2025

Armed kidnappers reportedly ambushed and
abducted 10 passengers along the Benin-Owo
Expressway in Ipele, Ondo State.

January 2025

January 28, 2025

Suspected herdsmen involved in kidnapping
allegedly attacked and killed five laborers on a
farm in Ajegunle-Powerline, Akure North LGA.

Our Services: PIND’s Integrated Peace and Development Unit (IPDU) provides technical support to stakeholders and implementing partners across the pub-

lic and private sectors. With over 12 years of experience in peacebuilding, and conflict management, our in-house team of subject-matter experts, alongside a

network of partners on the ground, delivers tailored support to national and international stakeholders. We specialize in peacebuilding, conflict early warning

and response, conflict-sensitive development, research, and the production of data-driven conflict reports.

Contact Us

Inquiries: &4 PINDfoundation.org
Contacts: (%) info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454

What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback
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Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early
warning system: Text report to 080 9936 2222/0912 233 4455.

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief
incident description.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform

