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Why it Matters 

The recent wave of killings by cult gangs has the potential to escalate 

in ways that could negatively impact the dynamics of conflict and 

insecurity in the State. It could trigger a cycle of reprisal violence that 

could degenerate into extended battles for supremacy among the 

numerous cult gangs in the State. This could take on various criminal, 

communal and political dimensions, especially in the context of rising 

tensions in the lead-up to the September 2024 governorship election 

in the state. This could bring about serious socio-economic, political 

and security consequences in the State. 

Contact Us 
Inquiries: PINDfoundation.org                                 

Contacts:            info@PINDfoundation.org +234 (0) 9 291 0454 

 
What do you think about the report? - We value your feedback  

Report Incidents: IPDU Early Warning System 

Please report any verified incident of conflict to the IPDU SMS early 

warning system: Text report to 080 9936 2222/0912 233 4455 

Incident Details: Kindly include the State, LGA, Town, Date, and brief 
incident description. 

 F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  N I G E R  D E L T A  P A R T N E R S H I P  I N I T I A T I V E          F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  P A R T N E R S H I P  I N I T I A T I V E S  I N  T H E  N I G E R  D E L T A            

Background 

This special edition of the weekly update spotlights emerging threats to public health and human security in the Niger Delta with a focus on 

Monkeypox outbreak in the region. Monkeypox (Mpox) is a viral zoonotic infectious disease caused by a highly contagious Monkeypox virus. It 

can be transmitted through direct contact with infected persons, contaminated materials, or infected animals, including rodents and monkeys. 

Symptoms include fever, headache, body aches, weakness, swollen lymph, and skin rash. Mpox can spread from person to person and from 

animals to people. The current Mpox Clade 1 strain has reportedly caused fatalities in up to 10% of infected persons in previous outbreaks. 

According to epidemiological data from the Nigeria Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (NCDC), as of August 11, 2024, 39 confirmed 

cases and 786 suspected cases of Mpox have been reported in 19 States in Nigeria, including the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) Abuja, and all 

the nine States in the Niger Delta. According to NCDC’s Update on Mpox Outbreak, as of August 11, 2022, more than 32% (259) of all suspected 

cases were reported in the Niger Delta. Over 16% (132) of all suspected cases in the country were reported in Bayelsa and Cross River States. 

 

Anticipated Trends and Dynamics 

Based on historical data and global trends, the infection rate of the 

disease could increase, especially against the backdrop of wide-

spread contamination of water sources due to heavy rainfall linked 

to climate change. The Nigerian Meteorological Agency (NiMET) 

recently predicted heavy rainfall in many States in the Niger Delta. 

Stakeholders should work with the NCDC and other government 

agencies and media outfits to raise awareness of the disease, and 

advise residents on appropriate preventive and remedial measures.  

Heat Map shows geographical concentration of infectious disease outbreaks 

in the Niger Delta from January 2020 - June 2024. Sources: All data sources 

formatted on the P4P Peace Map www.p4p-nigerdelta.org 
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Abia 8 6

Akwa Ibom 10 6

Bayelsa 6 2

Cross River 3 3

Delta 1 0

Edo 7 11

Imo 4 4

Ondo 10 3

Rivers 21 12
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Heat Map of Infectious Disease Related Incidents 
in the Niger Delta of Nigeria 

 

Key Facts and Figures: Trends and Dynamics of 
Disease Outbreaks in the Niger Delta 

  

Data shows that Delta State had the highest number of fatalities caused by 

infectious disease outbreaks during the period. Sources: ACLED and Nigeria 

Watch data formatted on the P4P Peace Map www.p4p-nigerdelta.org 

Why it Matters 

Epidemiological data shows that the outbreak of Mpox disease could 

evolve into an epidemic that could spread across the Niger Delta and 

beyond. The spread of a new, more contagious and deadly strain of 

Mpox could pose serious threat to healthcare, economic activities, 

and political stability, especially against the backdrop of inadequate 

sanitation facilities in many rural communities, and perennial flood-

ing in the Niger Delta. If not mitigated, the disease could spread in a 

way that could cause serious public health risk in the Niger Delta. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfik8wv_Tl_bOKMoVQDeMrxIAw0p5neuQQQlmKgUChdVo75KQ/viewform
https://ncdc.gov.ng/themes/common/files/sitreps/c28c9eac24169589c8b3822aae27a571.pdf
https://www.nimet.gov.ng/

